Use of CoSeal in a patient with a left ventricular assist device.
A 45-year-old man with end-stage idiopathic dilatated cardiomyopathy had previously undergone two left anterolateral thoracotomies for implantation and explantation of a left ventricular epicardial lead for biventricular pacing. Because of worsening heart failure and a predicted long delay to heart transplantation, a left-ventricular assist device was implanted, with application of CoSeal surgical sealant (Baxter Healthcare Corp, Fremont, CA) on the cardiac surface. At re-sternotomy for heart transplantation, surgical dissection of the left-ventricular assist device was greatly facilitated by the presence of avascular, very loose adhesions. CoSeal (Baxter Healthcare Corp) seems to be useful for the inhibition of adhesion formation after left-ventricular assist device implantation, although further clinical experience with this approach is required.